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Karen is in it! 



FORTUNATELY …  

MEAP and MME 
will go away in 

2014-2015. 



UNFORTUNATELY 

 … we’ll be getting a 
new standardized 
test in Spring 2015 
to replace those, 
based on the 
Common Core 
State Standards. 



What Does This Mean for 
School Librarians? 

Word on the street is … 



CHANGE 
OR DIE 



Wait a minute. 
Let’s back up. 



T3:  
Turn, Talk, 
Transcribe 

1.  What do you know already 
about Common Core? 

2.  What questions do you 
have? 

3.  What opportunities do you 
see? 

Image: 'maybe it will help..'  
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You know what Americans 
are really good at? 



You know what Americans 
are really good at? 

Confidence. 

Source: Waiting for Superman 



What Common Core Is 
“As specified by CCSSO and NGA, the standards are 

1.  Research and evidence based, 
2.  Aligned with college and work expectations, 
3.  Rigorous, 
4.  Internationally benchmarked.” 

Common Core State Standards 
for English Language Arts & 

Literacy in History/Social Studies, Science, 
and Technical Subjects, p.3 



What Common Core Is 
–  A project of CCSSO and National Governors’ Association 

–  Endorsed at some level by all states but Texas and Alaska  

–  Standards that students should meet by the end of various 
grade levels 

–  An effort to make learning outcomes more consistent 
across regions/states, especially for transient students 

–  Exit outcomes: what you teach to; what students should 
achieve 

–  Applicable to ELLs and students with disabilities 

–  ELA and Math; other subjects to come 



What Common Core Isn’t 

– NOT a USDOE project 

– NOT nationwide (but close) 

– NOT 100% of a local curriculum (85/15) 

– NOT new national standards 

– NOT national curriculum (or any kind of 
curriculum, for that matter) 



What Common Core Isn’t 

– NOT a prescription for how to teach 

– NOT an endorsement of any particular 
pedagogical style  

– NOT a mandate of who must teach the 
skills 

– NOT a national test 

– NOT a required reading list 



“Michigan signed on as a governing state 
with the SMARTER Balanced Assessment 
Consortium which applied for and received 
federal funds to develop a series of formative, 
interim, and summative assessments based 
on the CCR-CCSS.   

“New summative assessments are scheduled 
to replace the MEAP and MME in the spring of 
2015.”  

http://www.michigan.gov/mde/
0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_51042-232021--,00.html 



http://www.michigan.gov/mde/0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_51042-232021--,00.html 

The Same … But Different 



http://www.michigan.gov/mde/
0,1607,7-140-6530_30334_51042-232021--,00.html 





Librarians In Action!

The original draft of 

recommended readings included 
many out-of-print books and a 
very Eurocentric focus. Many 

librarians submitted concerns. 
The new list is a vast 

improvement in this regard!




Hey! What about 
those AASL 

Standards?????




http://bit.ly/
commoncorecrosswalk 
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CC  AASL 
Crosswalk 
bit.ly/commoncorecrosswalk 



AASL  CC  
Crosswalk 
bit.ly/commoncorecrosswalk 



http://corestandards.org/the-standards 

( 66p.) 

Explanations & Research (43 p.) 

Text Exemplars; Sample Performance Tasks (183 p.) 

Student Work (really, really good work – 107p.) 



Masteryconnect.com 
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ELA overview 

•  Not restricted to English classrooms 
–  mandates that instruction in reading, writing, 

speaking, listening, and language is a shared 
responsibility 

–  Opportunity for librarians! 

•  High recommendation to use classic myths, 
Shakespeare, foundational US documents 

•  ELA Common core recommends content 
but does not require any particular 
anthology or core texts 



Reading 
(Literature)


Reading �
(Info Text)


Foundational 
Skills


Writing


Speaking and 
Listening


Language 
(Conventions, 

Grammar)




Reading 
(Literature)


Reading �
(Info Text)


Foundational 
Skills


Writing


Speaking and 
Listening


Language 
(Conventions, 

Grammar)
X 

X 



Reading (Literature) 

K-5 

•  Relationships between 
elements/texts 

•  Retelling and 
description 

•  Elements of genres 
•  Key ideas and details 
•  Craft and structure 
•  Group reading 
•  Point of view 

6-12 

•  Evidence to support 
ideas/analysis 

•  How format impacts 
story (e.g., movie vs. 
book) 

•  Multiple 
interpretations 

•  Figurative meaning 
•  How form impacts 

meaning 
•  Point of view 



Reading (Informational Text) 

K-5 
•  Elements of print 
•  Compare and contrast 

between texts, characters, 
etc. 

•  Pull together information 
from several texts 

•  Interpret charts, graphs, etc. 
•  Main idea/details 
•  Relationships between 

illustrations and text 
•  Who/What/When/Where/

Why/How 

6-12 

•  Text complexity 
•  Evidence to support 

analysis 
•  Multiple word 

meanings in context 
•  Point of view / purpose 
•  Comparing multiple 

formats of a text 



Writing 

K-5 

•  Informative/
explanatory texts 

•  Research projects 
(beginning in K) 

•  Opinion pieces 
•  Editing/revision 
•  Narratives 
•  Short and long pieces 

6-12 
•  Arguments w/supporting 

claims 
•  Informative/explanatory texts 

of increasing complexity 
•  Production and distribution, 

including digital publishing 
•  Short and extended research 

projects 
•  Narratives of increasing 

complexity 



Speaking and Listening 

K-5 

•  Create audio 
recordings 

•  Present reports 
•  “Collaborative 

conversations” 
•  Ask questions 
•  Share ideas 

6-12 

•  Present knowledge and 
ideas 

•  “Collaborative 
conversations” 



Literary Text Types 
K-5 

•  Stories 
–  Adventure, folktales, 

legends, fables, fantasy, 
realistic fiction, myth 

•  Drama 
–  Staged dialogue and 

“brief familiar scenes” 

•  Poetry 
–  Nursery rhymes, 

narrative poems, 
limerick, free verse 

6-12 
•  Stories 

–  “Subgenres” of stories from K-5 
–  Science fiction 
–  Allegories, parodies, satire 
–  Graphic novels (hmmm) 

•  Drama 
–  One-acts, multi-acts 
–  Written and in film (hmm) 

•  Poetry 
–  “Subgenres of narrative poems” 
–  Lyrical poems 
–  Free verse poems 
–  Sonnets, odes, ballads, epics 



Info Text Types 

K-5 
•  Biographies 
•  Autobiographies (ummm) 
•  Books about content areas: 

–  History/social studies 
–  Science 
–  Arts 
–  Technical text, including: 

•  Directions 
•  Forms 
•  Graphs, charts, maps 

–  Includes digital resources 

6-12 
•  Personal essays 
•  Speeches 
•  Opinion pieces 
•  Essays about art or lit 
•  Biographies (but not 

autobio … hmmm 
•  Memoir (but not autobio!) 
•  Journalism 
•  Historical, scientific, 

technical, or economic 
accounts 

•  Includes digital sources 



The Three Appendices: 
Key Ideas for Librarians 

•  Appendix B: Key Reads for Librarians 
– Text Exemplars (check your collection?) 
– Sample Performance Tasks (the, “Oh, 

c---” moment) 





K-1 



K-1 



Grades 2 - 3 



4-5 Text Exemplar 



Grades 4 - 5 



The Three Appendices: 
Key Ideas for Librarians 

•  Appendix C: Student Writing 
Samples 
– By really, really, unbelievably good 

writers 
– Suspicion: low urban/rural 

representation 
• Going to Disneyland 
• Horseback riding lessons 



The Three Appendices: 
Key Ideas for Librarians 

•  Appendix C: Student Writing 
Samples 
– By really, really, unbelievably good 

writers 
– Suspicion: low urban/rural 

representation 
• Going to Disneyland 
• Horseback riding lessons at camp 



“Following are writing samples that have 
been annotated to illustrate the criteria 
required to meet the Common Core State 
Standards for particular types of writing—
argument, informative/explanatory text, 
and narrative—in a given grade. Each of the 
samples exhibits at least the level of quality 
required to meet the Writing standards for 
that grade …” 

Appendix C, page 2 



•  Appendix C, Page 11 







Toodle and Talk 

Walk around the room.  
Greet at least three people and ask: 

What Opportunities Do You 
See for Librarians? 

Where Might Teachers Need 
Your Help? 



Four Action 
Steps To 
Consider 
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Informational 
text is 
extremely 
important. 
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Library collections  
need fresh, differentiated,  
non-fiction content. 

• Books 
• Pathfinders 
• Databases 



Classroom collections  
need fresh, differentiated,  
non-fiction content. 

• Books 
• Pathfinders 
• Databases 



Percentage of Info Text in a 
Study of Classrooms, Gr. 2 - 4 

Jeong,	
  Gaffney,	
  and	
  Choi,	
  2010,	
  p.	
  445	
  



More Experience = Less Non-
Fiction 

Jeong,	
  Gaffney,	
  and	
  Choi,	
  2010,	
  p.	
  446	
  



School librarians can 
coordinate school/district 
purchases to update, 
balance, and supplement 
classroom collections. 

Hey, Administration. How about if 
I coordinate a volume discount 

with the publisher? 



School librarians can 

coordinate vendor presentations; 

give book talks;  

hold info-text open houses for teachers; 

lead collection development seminars 
for teachers who prefer to curate their 
own collections. 



•  Textbooks 
•  Articles 

Hello, 
databases, �

my old friend


Informational 
Texts in  
Content Areas 

h3p://www.classicpopicons.com/images/simon-­‐and-­‐garfunkel.jpg	
  

You can help 
differentiate 

again.




Common 
Core 
Redefines 
How We 
Determine 
the Difficulty 
of Text 
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Redefining Text Complexity in 
3 Ways 

•  Qualitative – human-measured 
difficulty: e.g.,  levels of meaning, 
purpose, structure, language 
conventions and clarity 

•  Quantitative – items better 
measured by computers, e.g., word 
length, word frequency, sentence 
length 

•  Reader and Task – Factors related 
to prior knowledge, motivation, 
complexity of the task assigned, or 
questions posed (What do I need to 
do with the task? What do I bring 
to the task?) 



Rethink  
how we measure kids’ 
reading beyond incentive 
programs and leveling 



Create 
Arguments 
and 
Support with 
Evidence 
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Go beyond cut-and-paste 
and spend more time 
thinking, justifying, and  
synthesizing and  
less time with techno-bling.  



Examples 

•  I think _________ because _____________. 
•  Formal paragraph 
•  Formal essay 
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Writing 4.7 
Conduct short research projects that build knowledge through 

investigation of different aspects of a topic. 

EMBEDDED SKILLS: 



Thinkin’ About PD: Instructional Strategies 
for Teaching Non-Fiction Comprehension 

Skills in the Content Area 

Image: 'introspection'  
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Who will need a  
brushup on reading 

comprehension 
strategies?


What skills 
need to be 

taught?


When can you 
help them with 

PD?


(From) where 
will you find the 

expertise you 
need?


Why does this 
matter?


How can you 
approach your 
administration 

for support?




http://livebinders.com/play/
play/84777 

Curated by  
Carolyn Jo Starkey 



Wednesday Morning Takeaway:  
What can you take to your administrator 

tomorrow morning? 



There are many ways  
to be a leader. But  

BEING A LEADER 
is not negotiable. 

Judy Lawson, UM School of Information 



What kind of 
LEADER 

will you be? 



Questions? 
Kristin Fontichiaro 
http://bit.ly/kristinf 
font@umich.edu 
@activelearning 


