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Strategies to

Rapidly Improve

Your Students’/Patrons’
Ability to

Make Sense of the News

1. “What's Being Counted?”

“Don't helieve those phony numbers
when you hear 4.9 and 5 percent
unemployment ... the number's
probably 28, 29, as high as 35. In
fact, | even heard recently 42
percent.” (Politifact)
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Labor Force Participation
FACT SHEET PROTOTYPE
Basic concepts
The labor force participation r;
e with jobs are emy

is the percentage of the population that is ether employed or unemployed (that is, either working or actively seeking work)

People who are jobless, looking for a jo
The labor force is made up of the employed and the unemployed
employed nor unemployed are not in the labor force.

{estech_intro.pdf for more detailed technical information

b, and available for work are unemploy

who are neither

hittps:/ /www.bls.gov/bls/cps_fact_sheets/lfp_mock.htm
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Source: hitp:/ /facifinder.census.gov and a search for zip code 48656
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“Don't believe those phony numbhers when you hear 4.9 and
5 percent unemployment ... the number's probably 28, 29,
as high as 35. In fact, | even heard recently 42

percent.” (Politifact)
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2. “Is That a Big Number?
Compared to What?”

N

JOEL BEST

.“ g __._‘

NUMBERS
iyt

ONE OF 7HE £CONOMISTS

BEST BOOKS OF 2007

# h CONMONSENSE GUIDE TO UNDERSTANDING
NUMBERS IN THE NEWS, IN POLITICS, AND IN LIFE

STAT-SPOTTING
A FIELD GUIDE

MICHAEL BLASTLAND
AND ANDREW nung_l_
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Statistical Benchmarks

« U.S. Population 325 million (U.S. Census
2017)

- World population: Just over 7.3 billion
(U.S. Census 2017)

« Number of births each year: Just under 4
million (NCHS 2014)

3. Don’t settle for average.

. Mode
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3. Don’t settle for average.

Data Source: Forbes 2015
Image: Public domain. https://pixabay.com/en/back

201 2 PRESIDENTIAL RUN

GOP CANDIDATES

BACK PALIN §
70%

es-/. “'

BACK HUCKABEE BACK ROMNEY

SOURCE: OPINIONS

4. Ple Churis- 100%




6/1/17

5. Keep un eye on the y-axis.
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1. “What's Being Counted?”

Slides: http:/ /bit.ly /fonthlog
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